INVEST

Your annual membership dues entitle you to:
• a newsletter subscription
• a Historical Society Directory
• a complimentary issue of our annual journal
• nine programs presented on the third Monday of each
month at 7 p.m. (except December, January & February)
• use of the archives during museum operating hours
• the satisfaction of knowing that your support advances the
Society’s mission.
Name _________________________________________
Address ________________________________________
City, State, Zip ___________________________________
Phone ________________________________________

HISTORY

T h e M o u n t J oy A r e a
Historical Society
The Mount Joy Area
Historical Society was
chartered in 1973 by a
group of citizens who were
concerned about the future
of precious historical records
and artifacts of the Mount
Joy Area.
The organization has prospered during its nearly
40 years solely through the efforts of dedicated volunteers and
members, who continue to be its most vital asset.
You have an opportunity to partner with the The Mount Joy
Area Historical Society by making a small investment in preserving
the unique history of the Mount Joy Area.

Email _____________________________________________

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $ _______ payable to
the Mount Joy Area Historical Society for membership in the
class indicated below. Send to PO Box 152, Mount Joy PA 17552.
q New Member

q Renewal

q Regular ~ $20
q Contributing ~ $50

q Sustaining ~ $30
q Junior ~ $5

Museum and Headquarters
120 Fairview Street
Mount Joy PA 17552
717.653.4718
Museum is open Sundays from 1-4 p.m.
and by reservation.
Meetings are held the third Monday of each month
at 7 p.m. (except December, January and February).
They are free and open to the public.
www.mountjoyareahistory.org
Connect with us:
facebook.com/mountjoyareahistoricalsociety

P U T A FAC E O N
M O U N T J OY H I S TO RY

B E C O M E PA R T O F O U R G R E AT
A M E R I CA N H E R I TAG E

MUSEUM

CEMETERY ROAD SCHOOLHOUSE PROJECT

The Mount Joy Area Historical Society Museum is open every
Sunday from 1 to 4 p.m. (except holiday) or by appointment.
Some of the many research opportunities include:
• Loose-leaf binders containing local obituaries
• Cemetery records for surrounding cemeteries
• Archived genealogy books
• The Bulletin [Mount Joy newspaper]
from 1901 to 1975
• Census records from 1800 to 1920
[available to read and print from our
in-house microfilm reader]
• More than 100 loose-leaf notebooks
containing articles on various subjects
• Mount Joy High School yearbooks
• School memorabilia & newspapers
• Local and regional maps
• Local videos
The museum houses many
displays of its extensive
collection of Mount Joy
artifacts and local business
memorabilia—all arranged
as a unique exhibit.

Cemetery Road Schoolhouse
In May 2011, the Mount Joy
Area Historical Society acquired
the 900 square-foot one-room
schoolhouse. Preserving this
local artifact—one example
of nearly 600 one-room
schoolhouses identified within
Lancaster County and a piece
of Mount Joy’s educational
landscape—is consistent with
the Society’s mission.

The schoolhouse was built around 1843 to educate the
children in this area of Mount Joy Township. The walls
were made of bricks. In fact, a brickyard was founded as
early as 1815, a tax list reported, and was within a mile
from the site.
In 1832, George Wolf, Governor of Pennsylvania, urged the Assembly to
act to provide free public schools. The Free School Act of 1834 was the foundation of Pennsylvania’s
present system of free public schools. When the act was passed, individual districts were permitted to
accept or reject the idea of free schools. In 1842, Mount Joy Township citizens passed the law and this
schoolhouse was now able to house children for the purpose of learning.
Since there was no borough boundary in 1843, the Cemetery Road schoolhouse was actually in the
village of Richland. Most of the land around the school was owned by William Brady. He was one of
ten children whose father was David Brady. David Brady started the Brady industries which included
an edge tool factory, foundry and cooperage, at the time of the borough’s inception.
By the time the first borough map was prepared in 1858, Cemetery Road Schoolhouse was already
one of five one-room schoolhouses within the borough, which was created in 1851.
In 1853, six men comprising the school board met to discuss ways and means of erecting an all
borough schoolhouse. Finally in 1872, because the new school was scheduled to open, the board
agreed to sell the old schoolhouses and lots. There were 56 children in this schoolhouse who
transferred to the new school. The building was sold for $125 to Henry and Christiana Nissly. Over the
years, it had multiple owners. By 1988 it sold for $25,000 to William E. Yeaglin. Finally, HUD sold the
property to the historical society.
~ by Vera E. Albert

Yes, I would like to help the Society reach its goal of $100,000 for the Cemetery Road Schoolhouse restoration project.

Every year, the Historical
Society publishes an
historical journal on a
subject of the Mount
Joy Area. These annual
journals and other
merchandise are offered
for sale at the museum.

GIVING LEVELS
___ Head Master
___ Teacher’s Pet
___ Assistant Teacher
___ Graduate
___ Grade Eight
___ Grade Seven

$10,000+
$5,000-9,999
$2,500-4,999
$1,000-2,499
$900-999
$800-899

$ _________
$ _________
$ _________
$ _________
$ _________
$ _________

___ Grade Six
___ Grade Five
___ Grade Four
___ Grade Three
___ Grade Two
___ Grade One

$700-799
$500-699
$400-499
$250-399
$100-249
$1-99

$ _________
$ _________
$ _________
$ _________
$ _________
$ _________

Your contribution to the
Mount Joy Area
Historical Society’s

Cemetery Road
Schoolhouse Project
is a tax-deductible gift to
the extent allowed by law.

Name ______________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________ City, State, Zip __________________________________
Phone ________________________________ Email _______________________________________________________________
Please send checks made payable to: Mount Joy Area Historical Society • PO Box 152 • 120 Fairview Street • Mount Joy, PA 17552

