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HISTORY OF THE LIBRARY

Twenty-five years ago, a library in Mount Joy was a dream. This dream
became a reality because of the interest and labors of many people in the
community.

In 1959 members of the local Senior Girl Scout troop discussed their five
point program, which included a community service project. They wanted to start
a library but were unable to fulfill their idea. The following year a new Senior Girl
Scout troop picked the same idea. At a planning meeting one girl explained
"Heavens we don’t even have a Bookmobile”. That statment was the basis for a
new approach to the void existing in Mount Joy. The girls made their first contact
with the Lancaster Free Public Library officials in December, 1960,

After the troop had received favorable comments from the city librarians, a
new service was begun on February 13, 1962, when the Bookmeobile made it's first
stop in town, which included stops at six different locations, a total of 455 books
had been lent. These visits to Mount Joy continued monthly, and by the summer
of 1963 the librarians were lending about 800 books per visit. Eventually, instead
of six stops the vehicle stopped for one long visit in one place. The Mount Joy
Memorial Park was choosen for this spot.

As a result of local citizens’ growing interest in library facilities, Sarah
Roberts realized that the proper time had arrived for action to be taken to
estabilish a permanent local library. Through her efforts she was able to get
Community Council interested in the proposed project. All the organizations that
are members of Community Council expressed interest in the project. When the
Mount Joy Lions Club,on November 26, 1963,pledged one half of its proceeds
from the forthcoming spring play ,financial assistance was initiated. Not only
were the logal organizations and individuals behind the project, but the Lancaster
Free Public Library was also in accord with the idea after information had been
released that Mount Joy had become the “strongest” Bookmobile stop in
Lancaster County.

Community Council named Ms.Roberts chairman of the library committee.
Under the chairmanship committee members began their assigned tasks. By July
1,1964, donations for the new center started to arrive; volunteer librarians were
secured and were being trained; the finance committee was ready to canvass
business and individuals for cash donations and pledges; and a home for new
venture was obtained. The Library Board was formally organized in August of the
same year. Frank B. Walter, loal mayor, signed a proclamation recognizing the
week of September 14 as Library Week in Mount Joy. Events began happening
much faster than they had happened in the past four years, and in the same month
the Library Center was granted a non-profit corporation charter by the Lancaster
County Court. Furniture, equipment, and books started to arrive at 22 East Main
Street. By November 23, 1964, the five-year project had reached fulfillment when
the doors of the Mount Joy Library Center were opened to the public. With the
Library Center in operation, another service was added on February 9, 1965, when
the first children’s story hour was held.

The library building was rented until February 1978, when it was donated to
Mount Joy Borough by Anna May Newcomer in memory of Henry Carpenter.

One of the library's most popular programs-story hour, was first headed by
Gloria Straub, and then by Dorothy Heilig for the past 23 years.

Through the years the library has grown in patrons, book collection, and
services. Hopefully, the next 25 years will show that the dream of 1964 continues.

We appreciate your attendance today to help us
celebrate. We are currently in the process of looking for
larger quarters because we do need to have more room
for people and for services. Please take a minute to check
off the itemes on the small information request form
which we hope will help us make a decision concerning a
fund drive,a friend’s group,and level of dedication and

concern on the part of our patrons.

ORIGINAL VOLUNTEERS
Mrs. Elwood Barbour Miss Anne Milanbf
Mrs. Jane Beach Mrs. John Muir
Mrs. Wilbur Beahm Mrs. Jay Musser
Mrs. Walter Brandt Mrs. Clyde Nissley
Mrs. Ray Byle Mrs. Eric Olson
Mrs. William Dommel Mrs. Louise Perlow
Mrs. Clyde Eshleman Mrs. James Phillips
Mrs. Reuben Fellenbaum Mr. Herbert Sarver
Mrs. Kenneth Gainer Mr. Robert Schenck Jr.
Mrs. Gertrude Givens Mrs. David Schiosser
Mrs. John Greiner Mrs. Richard Shwartz
Mrs. Frank Hassinger Mrs. Ethel Shoop
Mrs. James Heilig Mrs. Roy Snyder
Mrs. John Heisey Miss Barbara Stehman
Mrs. John D.Hershey Mrs.Donald H. Straub

Miss Mary Jane Hofffer

Mrs. Clarence Ulrich

Mrs. Benjamin Horst Mrs. Robert Walker
Mrs. George Kenner Mrs. Frank Walter, Jr.
Mrs. Robert Kling Mr. Christ Walters
Mrs. William Longenecker Mrs. Frank Young

Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Thomas Mariner
Sarah Martin
Samuel Maxwell

Mrs. Donald Zerphey

Mrs. Harold Zimmerman, Jr.



Of the original volunteers, 3 continue to give of their time as Story Hour
volunteers. They are Dorothy Heilig, Ruth Schwartz, and Anne Milanof.

CURRENT VOLUNTEERS
Dorothy Heilig Shirley Martin
Ruth Schwartz Donna Little
Anne Milanof Eleanor Schlosser
Barbara Eckert Gail Huff
Trudy Houck Diane Rice

ORIGINAL BOARD of DIRECTORS

MR. HENREY G. CARPENTER MRS. JOHN M. HEISEY
Honoray Chairman Secretary

MRS. JAMES W. ROBERTS, MR. GLENN Y. FORNEY,
President Treasurer

MR. KENNETH A. GAINER, REV. HOWARD W. BERNHARD

1st Vice President

MRS.ROBERT C. ROSSER,
2nd Vice President MR. OLIVER W. HOLMES

MR RICHARD A. RAINBOLT, MRS. THOMAS W. O’'CONNOR
3rd Vice President MRS. DONALD H. STRAUB

MRS. CARL E. HEILMAN

OUR CURRENT BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Anne Milanof, President Dale Laughlin
Bernard Grissinger Janet Darkey
Sharon Roberts Deb Eberle
Carl Hallgren Jane Beach

Linda Campbell

Today Our Library Staff Consists of 3 Part-Time People:

Kathy Wilson, Librarian
Mitzi Sanchez
Nicole Vanderzon
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CREDITS
A AV SO B e i L SRl A e Photography
Barbara Wilson . ccaiesi s i iums Shmii sheie o raa ciats Consultation, Artwork
Mitzi Sanchez .o rroo oo oo e s i e Posters
Merchandisen. -l s tt et ot s e s s e et S el Book Marks
Ken Depoei it s i et P e i e e Program booklets
S Fl D o S e i S e S S R R i Fmy Refreshments,Etc
Rl G I ) L6 e o e o e S Eleanor Schlosser

Sarah Martin, JoAnn Westafer
Kathy Flowers & Girl Scouts of Cadette Troop 1331



