known edge toolmaker and merchant of Mount
Joy." The 1858 Mount Joy map (Figure 2} shows
the location of Stamny’s property with the nota-

Ahe AwrefVrrioin

tion “planes and guages Tsic],” and John Stamm'’s e e

name is indicated on the map, where the two- e 1w vnen f’s*_%ﬁ‘... =
story brick dwelling still stands at 214 Donegal e
Street. Some time after moving te Mount Joy,

his son, John Spera Stamm, married Elizabeth FLrome Ailier

Brady, niece of William Brady, the edge tool-
maker. His other son, Joseph, was a schoolteacher 64 L

in the community school of Mount Jov* ™
; : B nu;%:'

The tax records of Mount Joy for 1854 to

1857 list his occupation as plane maker, owning

. : £ Iedder 2
two lots with a house, valued at $600. He had ‘ ﬁ%
one pleasure carriage (valued 50¢}, paid state tax Sidpsand et
H @

of $1.95 and county tax of $1.49, and had a yearly
inconie from trades at $430.%

Being a talented man of many resources, John £
Stamm is well known for the manufacture of | thbse A
patent medicine or bitters. The first advertising | e
we find recorded 1s in The Church Advocate for 15
February 1853, titled “Dyspepsia Bitters—No
Humbug.” Another advertisement of 1856 in-
cludes six letters of testimony for his medicine,

H

e HBooté

Paried Hovee

GiAva

plus a list of forty-two agents throughout Penn- i1 Stelian dee ™
svivania z s far away as Mississi " ) S o 1
sylvania and as far away as Mississippi, who sold BERMAN (’1’3;? & ﬁ

the bitters.” Even with such a prolific produc- EVIRGELICAL CHERCH
tion of bitters evident, there are no known rem- e
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nants of these bitters found, such as bottles or
Iabels. Possibly, they were dispensed in unmarked
bottles.

John Stamm used various marks (Figure 3).
The first five examples have been found on his

Figure 2. The 1858 borough map of Mount Juy, Pennsylvanza. John
Stamm’s dwelling s on the upper Ieft. “Planes & Guages™ 1s noted in
the map nexi iv his property.

it
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tools, always using J. STAMM and never his full
name, John Stamm (Figure 3a to e}. In addition to
those five different stamps, several examples have
been found with a J¥STAM mark (Figure 3f).

Another of John Stamm’s ventures was the
making of wooden kitchenware. He made cab-
bage slaw cutters in several styles and sizes, as
well as a small onion slicer, bearing his stamp
(Figures 4 and 5). Another item, which to my
knowledge has not yet been found, is his Key-
stone washboard such as he advertised in The
Church Advocate of July 1878 (Figure 6).

The bulk of his productien of tools was be-

tween 1853 and 1870, while he was living in prem—
. s ) ; Luprint f
Mount Joy. Relatively few molding planes have
CONTINUED ON PAGE 50 Figure 3. The various Stamm imprinis.
48 The Chronicle June 2001

© 2009 Early American Industries Association



